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historical realities. A violent breach with the usages of an
ordered economic life was inconceivable on the part of the
Early Mercantilist State, which pursued the consistent aim
of protecting the existing structure from the corroding
influence of the commercial spirit. Drawn irresistibly into
the struggle between the conflicting ideals of stability and
progress, the Tudors and Early Stuarts ranged themselves
uncompromisingly on the side of stability, because they
inherited the traditional outlook of their predecessors and
stood for the maintenance of a society based on communal
discipline and authority. Moreover it must be remembered
that the armed forces at the disposal of the Crown were
negligible; the shadow of insurrection hung over it like
the sword of Damocles; and it had an inducement to dis-
courage activities which threatened to stir up the masses.
Economic progress might seem to be bound up with indivi-
dualism, but a heavy price had to be paid in social welfare.
Sheep-farming involved the displacement of the tenantry
from their ancestral holdings, and flooded the peaceful
countryside with swarms of beggars who were a menace to
public order and private security. The growth of capitalism
in industry degraded the status of the independent crafts-
man and created the wage-system. The expansion of com-
merce exposed England to the vicissitudes of a world
economy, with its concomitants of commercial crises and
unemployment. In short, economic change meant a loss
of social stability which was repugnant to the traditional
morality, and which no Government could afford to ignore.
We are confronted with the question : why did the
t monarchy fail to control the dynamic forces which shattered
an obsolescent society ? Ultimately the explanation lies in
the fact that the forces which animate a progressive com-
munity are too strong to be held in check by governmental
agencies. Their triumph lay in the logic of evolution.
Whether or not, capitalism in its present form proves to
be a historical category suited to a particular stage of man's
to the existing ideologies. Here we may find an important element in the
explanation of the contrast between the Russian Revolution (1917) and
those which occurred in Germany (1848 and 1918) : cf. Lipson, Europe in
the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries.